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President’s Message 
The Alabama Woodworkers’ Guild is the place to be if you want to be involved in 

the art and craft of woodworking, particularly this fall. Don’t miss our Annual Juried 
Show at the Hoover Library in October (article page 4) where some of our best efforts 
will be displayed to the public. 

Of course, there is no free lunch.  Hanging out with a bunch of terrific woodwork-
ers in a top notch woodworking shop costs.  At this time, our annual dues of $50 are a 
real steal.  To keep the dues that low, we have to have alternate sources of revenue 
and ways to cut expenses.  Right now we are raising money through donations (see 
article page 2 on Hardwoods of Alabama $500 gift certificate drawing), through 
classes taught by our talented members (end grain cutting boards and dulcimers page 
4), and through the sale of items made by us at arts and craft shows (starting with Art 
in Avondale Park on October 31st see article page 2).  We’ll also be cutting back some 
on the climate control at the WEC and sending the Guild News via email when possi-
ble.  We need everyone to step up and help us out.   

Plan to be at the September meeting and stay after to help build sale items. 

Saturday, September 19th 
Presenting the Tannehill Woodcarvers 

The Tannehill Woodcarvers are sending 4 club members to our September 
meeting to demonstrate woodcarving techniques, the tools they use, and to an-
swer any questions we may have regarding wood carving.   

This wood carving club meets in the historic Cane Creek Schoolhouse inside the 
Tannehill State Park.  The club was chartered just a few years after the AWG in 
1985 for the purpose of promoting woodcarving in the area, acquainting 
the general public about woodcarving, and to bring back and preserve 
the almost lost art of woodcarving.  The Tannehill Woodcarvers meet the 2nd 
Saturday of each month from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm at the school house.  They invite 
the public in general and the woodworkers in particular to visit and observe the 
work.  Club members exhibit work at all meetings. 

The second weekend of October is their Woodcarving Show and Sale inside 
the park at the Cane Creek Schoolhouse.  The show culminates with the drawing 
for a “Christmas Tree” decorated with hand carved ornaments donated by Tanne-
hill Woodcarvers members.   
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Next Meeting 

Saturday,  
September 19th 

Pre-meeting 9:30 to 10 am 
Meeting 10 to 11 am 

Lunch immediately after 
Build after Lunch 
Don’t forget your  
Show & Tell 

Hot dogs & hamburgers will be served for lunch after our meeting.  It costs 
about $3 a person to provide so you’re asked to  chip in to help cover the cost. 

September Pre-meeting will be on sharpening all kinds of hand tools using differ-
ent methods: Ralph Hardwick will be showing the “WorkSharp” machine; Buzz Kelly 
-“Japanese Water Stones”; A. R. Bray -“Scary Sharp” sandpaper system; Bob Moore - 
sharpening “Turning Tools”; and Jeff Hood - sharpening “Scrapers”. If you have a dull 
tool you could bring it and see if one of these folks would sharpen it while you wait. 
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Art in Avondale Park  
Saturday, October 31st - 10am until 4pm 

The Alabama Woodworkers Guild, Inc. will host a booth at the Art in 
Avondale Park event at 4036 5th Avenue South, Birmingham AL 35222 on 
October 31st.  At this event we will have for sale items built by Guild mem-
bers.  Proceeds for items built at our Fund Raiser Builds will go directly 
back into the Guild treasury. You may donate items for sale or come and sell 
your own items and contribute 10% of the proceeds from your sales to the 
Guild.  (When pricing items, prices should include an amount for sales tax.) 

For more details about the event visit www.artinavondalepark.org.  This 
art show and sale is planned around young people and should be good expo-
sure for us.  Charlie Ard has invited us to his place for breakfast before the 
event and a cook out afterward.  Contact Charlie Ard for details. 

A short note about the Library: 

The Library at 
the W.E.C. is up and 
running.  Most of 
the books, and 
magazines have 
been recorded and 
the list is on the computer in the 
library.  For anyone who does not 
know the process for checking out 
books, I will be glad to help. 

We have added a good number of 
turning books. So I have added a 
second section on turning.  We have 
the largest collection of different 
woodworking magazines we have 
ever had. 

Hope to see you in the library 
soon. 

Eddie Heerten, 
AWG Librarian 

There’s a bucket sitting 
on the sign in table at each 
of our meetings.  That 
bucket is there for you to 
put in a couple of bucks 
for the “comfort” of having a nice 
place to meet.  Those contributions 
help to defray the costs of heating, air 
conditioning, refreshments, and pa-
per products.  There was a time when 
we met in a warehouse without any of 
these amenities and at the conven-
ience of others. Be grateful! 

Comfort Bucket 

Welcome  
New Members 

Jason Burns 
Raymond Maples 

Samuel Hassell Marcus, Jr. 
Alan Stanton 

Fund Raiser Build #2 

On Saturday, September 19 we will have a work day after the regular 
monthly meeting. The purpose of the workday is to make objects to sell 
at upcoming shows. Proceeds from the sale of items go to the Guild. 

Items we plan to make are: band saw boxes, plate holders and bird-
houses. We will begin after the regular meeting and continue until con-
struction is complete or until no one is left to work (3 to 4 hours). 

We will have materials, plans, and instructions available at the WEC. 
I suggest that you bring your favorite sanding blocks, your favorite 
brand of sandpaper (we will have some also), safety glasses, ear protec-
tion, dust mask, an apron if desired and any other hand tools that you 
like to work with. We will have the basic hand tools available, but if we 
get a large turnout we may not have enough and you may be more com-
fortable with your own tools anyway. 

Activities that we will undertake include the use of the table saw, 
scroll saw, band saw, miter saw, pneumatic nailing tool, drum sanders, 
router tables and a few other items.  Those members who have an inter-
est in learning more about band saw boxes will especially enjoy making 
the basic boxes that we will undertake.��

Win a $500 Gift Certificate  
From Hardwoods of Alabama 

We have obtained a $500 gift certificate from Hardwoods of Alabama.  
We are planning to give this gift certificate away to one lucky person.  
We will choose that person at random in a drawing from persons making 
a donation to the Guild of $5 or more.  Be sure to make your donation 
and get in on all the fun. 

New Projects for Children’s Hospital 

Buzz Kelly, our Toy Chairman,  met with Chantel Jones and Carrie 
Clifton from Children’s Hospital recently.  The hospital has a need for 
some developmental devices for children between the ages of one and 
three.  Devices include a ladder stander, a chair, a corner chair, and a 
floor ladder. These items will be used by the therapists who travel to the 
homes of their young patients to provide at home therapy. The Friday 
Group at the WEC are turning their attention toward the building of the 
devices requested by the hospital.   

Buzz Kelly says “This may mean that we will make fewer toys this 
year, but we KNOW that what we are building is needed and useful.”   

 
Delta 1.5hp portable 
dust collector  $125. 
Brian Stauss,  
205-987-9997 or 
kybgs@bellsouth.net 
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The most current WEC calendar is always available on-line at:  http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/awg 
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 Juried Show is Fast Approaching - Get your Entry Ready 

Brian Stauss 
Woodworking 

Education Center 
The last door class is planned 

for the end of September.  The new 
doors will be installed at that time. 

The first “Thursday at the 
WEC” meeting on  Aug. 20th had 
good attendance. We decided to 
make items to sell at Art in Avon-
dale Park on Oct. 31.  

The WEC will be closed on Oct. 
31 so that ALL members will have 
an opportunity to attend the fund 
raising event at  Avondale Park 
(page 2).  Please plan to be there and 
to contribute items for sale.  A build 
day for the event is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 19th, following 
our meeting.  Bill Newman will 
direct the build of several items. 

In our first build day on August 
29th, we created cars, duck pull 
toys, tropical fish treasure boxes, 
and oak treasure boxes.  Unlike the 
items we build for Children’s Hospi-
tal, a finish is put on the sale items. 

Paul Owens reports 16 people 
signed up (but have not yet paid the 
$25 fee) for his dulcimer class, 
enough for 2 classes.  Dates are un-
decided.  Paul is working that out 
with the people who signed up. The 
classes will be held in the next 
month or so.  The dulcimers will be 
donated to the Guild fund raising 
effort.  Contact Jim Caldwell or 
Paul to be placed on the waiting 
list. 

We also had enough people for 
Eddie Heerten's cutting board 
class to fill two classes ($25 for 3 
sessions - Friday evenings or Satur-
day mornings).  Friday classes will 
meet 6 to 9 pm (earlier if all partici-
pants can make it) and Saturday’s 9 
am to noon. 

A reminder to all class partici-
pants - PAY at the September meet-
ing or mail a check to Jim Caldwell 
prior to the class start date.  Jim 
will be at the next meeting to collect 
any payment for all the classes. 

By the time you read this news-
letter, the Guild's Annual Juried 
Woodworking Show will be three 
weeks away.  There is still time to 
get the final coat of finish on that 
special item (or in my case, I still 
have 3 coats of varnish to go on that 
porch glider..).  Or whip out a cherry 
and rosewood keepsake box, or turn 
a peppermill from that interesting 
chunk of wood in your scrap-
box.  The Show is open to all Guild 
members and only Guild members.  
Everyone is encouraged to enter one 
or more items.  I have been a mem-
ber of the Guild since May, 2002 
and have had an entry in every 
show.  Some of those items weren't 
my best work, but I still entered 
them and welcomed the feedback 
from the judge to help improve my 
skills.  

The Show will be held October 
3rd through the 11th at the Hoover 
Library.  Check-in is on Saturday, 
October 3rd beginning at 10:00am.  
There is a loading area in the rear of 
the library, up the steep drive on 
your left after you drive under the 
catwalk.  The Show is open to the 
public Sunday the 4th through Sat-
urday the 10th during normal li-
brary hours.  Take down is Sunday, 
October 11th beginning at 2:00pm. 

Items can be entered in four cate-
gories -  Traditional Furniture, 
Contemporary Furniture, Wood 
Turnings and Small Ob-
jects/Miscellaneous (any objects 
that don't fit in the other three cate-

gories).  Each category has three 
skill levels - Beginner, Interme-
diate and Advanced.  There are 
also three open categories:  Wood 
carvings, Shop Tools/Jigs and 
Toys as well as a Display Only 
category for items that have won 
ribbons in past Shows or items 
you do not want to enter for com-
petition.  A registration form 
must be completed for each en-
tered item.  This form will be 
available at check-in and is  on 
the AWG website homepage if 
you'd like to fill it out in advance. 

Volunteers are needed for 
check-in and take down.  We 
must also have a Guild mem-
b e r  p r e s e n t  i n 
the Gallery during library 
hours each day.  A significant 
amount of manpower is 
needed for the Show to be suc-
cessful.  Please consider tak-
ing a shift or two.  Contact 
Brian Stauss (wk - 408-5450, hm 
- 987-9997) or Walter Barnett 
(wk -933-9207, hm-426-9083) or 
email us to sign up for one of the 
shifts below.   

Finally, we host a reception in 
the Library Gallery on Monday 
evening, after the judging is com-
pleted.  The reception starts at 
6:00pm and all Guild members 
and guests are welcome.  Volun-
teers are needed to organize 
and run the reception.  Please 
call or email Brian or Walter 
to help with the reception. 
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We are very fortunate to have the following 
patrons who support the Guild.  They are 
excellent suppliers of products or services 
in the local area that provide monetary 
support or allow us to use their various fa-
cilities for Guild functions: 
The Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodwork-
ing  Offers woodworking classes for beginner to ad-
vanced woodworkers on various topics with concentration 
on teaching the “Process” of making furniture. Our signa-
ture courses on Foundations for Fine Woodworking, has 
been extremely popular and guides the student through 
a series of Foundations Courses to prepare them for 
building quality furniture. Other courses include veneer-
ing, turning, finishing and project classes. Next year the 
school is expanding facilities/courses and will offer sev-
eral weeklong courses. All courses are taught by master 
craftsmen with a vast amount of experience in different 
areas of expertise. Courses are conducted in our spacious 
horse farm in Alpharetta, GA featuring two large fully 
equipped barns including a turning studio & steam bend-
ing equipment. The environment lends to learning wood-
working skills in a pleasant surrounding. Our mission: 
“To provide quality instructional courses to individuals 
who are interested in furthering their knowledge of 
woodworking at all levels of interest and skill.” 1640 
Mid-Broadwell Rd, Alpharetta, GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 
www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

 
Paul Mancill, Realtor  Residential, land, & commercial 
(205)-706-6252 

 
Commercial Heating and Air, Charlie Ard 
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Guild Patrons 
J.R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc.  Independent 
Insurance Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewitt 
& Associates, Inc. is a family owned agency that 
has grown to one of the largest firms in the Bir-
mingham area.  Representing over a dozen insur-
ance carriers, the agency provides a full spectrum 
of insurance services to over 3500 clients.  From 
individuals to multi-state corporations, the agency 
prides itself on it’s loyal, long term client base as a 
result of unparalleled customer service.  Contact us 
for your personal, business, or professional insur-
ance needs. 2146 Highland Ave. South, Birming-
ham, AL 35205 Telephone (205)-933-9207 FAX 
(205)-930-0450 

 
The Awards & Engraving Place is a full service 
engraving shop, offering both laser and flatbed ro-
tary engraving.  We engrave directly on wood, 
glass, plastic, and a variety of coated metals.  We 
offer plaques, glass and acrylic wards, trophies, 
interior signs and name badges.  We have been in 
business in Hoover since 1987. Contact Ken Murer, 
The Awards & Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover 
Court, Hoover, Al 35226, (205)-823-7676  fax(205)-
822-1111 

Max Tool, Inc. is a distributor of cutting tools, 
abrasives, MRO and machine shop supplies. 
Founded in 1985, we are located in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Max Tool represents the product lines of 
many of industry's foremost manufacturers from 
around the world.. 119 B Citation Court, Birming-
h a m ,  A L  3 5 2 0 9  ( 2 0 5 )  9 4 2 - 2 4 6 6 
www.maxtoolinc.com 

Anchors, Jim 
Ard, Charlie 
Barnett, Walter 
Bartlett, Barron 
Bates, Roy 
Beadles, Lee 
Bray, A R 
Browning, Daniel 
Bullock, Ed 
Bush, Patrick 
Cahill, Robert 
Caldwell, Jim 
Cowan, Connie 
Daniels, Cliff 
Dielen, Willy 
Dormuth, Jim 

Finch, Buddy 
Freriks, Don 
Gasque Jr, John 
Gray Sr, Ken 
Grove, Jack 
Hager Jr., Henry J 
Hardwick, J. Ralph 
Harper, Lloyd 
Heerten, Eddie 
Heerten, Nathan 
Hood, Jeff 
Horn, Steve 
Hudman, Rodney 
Ingram, Robert 
Jones, Michael 
Kelly, Buzz 

Key, Mike 
King, Monta 
Langford, Dan 
Lawley, Preston 
Lawson, John W. 
Mancill, Paul 
Marek, Chuck 
Martin, Curt 
Miller, Beth 
Moon, Todd 
Moore, Bob 
Neighbors, Ben 
Noah, Paul 
Oglesby, Kenneth 
Powell, John 
Purvis, Dewey 

Robertson, Ran-
dall 
Rushton, Philip 
Shivers , Bill. 
Snipes, Bill 
Stauss, Brian 
Stroud, Troy F. 
Surtees, Tom 
Taylor, George 
Tomlin, Michael 
Weerts, Luke-
Weissend, Patrick 
Wilson, Travis 
Young, John H. 
Young, Larry 

Email Only Guild News  Directions to the 
Woodworking Education  

Center   
From I 65 South  
Take exit 238 for US31 toward 
Saginaw/Alabaster.   
Turn right at US31 N,    
Turn left on AL 119/Montevallo Rd 
Turn right on CR12  
Turn right on CR17 
Look for school house on your left  
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About Us 
Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newsletter is published monthly for its members and other interested parties.  Guild meetings are held 

monthly on the third Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the Woodworking Education Center, 10544 Hwy 17, Maylene, AL 35114  

Information concerning the Guild may be secured by calling Walter Barnett, Treasurer at (205) 933-9207. 
Our Webmaster is  Brian Stauss.  See our website at:  www.alabamawoodworkersguild.org or www.awwg.info 
Contact our Guild News Editor at  nelbuz@msn.com. 
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The Alabama Woodworkers Guild, Inc. 
P.O. Box 26665 
Birmingham, AL 35260 

 


